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AMUSEMENTS THIS EVEN'NS.
FOWERY THEATRE, Bowery..Bonnie Fisunrit.

Ih.liKK, TUt UUffTtlt.

WOOD'S MUSEUM, Broadway, corner Thirtieth St..
Bake* ik rim Woo i). A Iternoon una levelling.

GRAND OPERA HOUSE, Twenty third St. anil Eighth
av.-Kou.NU TiiK Clock.

NIBT.O'S GARDEN. Broadway, hetweea Trinco and
IIi'UKtou streets..LkO axp Lotus.

VSTOS SQUARE THKATRE. Brondway between
Thirteenth aud Fourteenth streets. .Lojidom Assurance-

FIFTH AVENUE TllEATBE. Twenty-fourth streeL-
IS'iiW Vkau'> Eve.

WAT.LACK'8 THEATRE, Broadway and Thirteenth
street..Brother Sax.

TUEATRE COMIQUE, Ml Broadwny.-AmiCA: on,
LlVINGSICME AM) STAJILKT.

BOOTH'S THEATRE, Twenty-third street, corncr Sixth
avcuue..Humky IUnuak.

OITMTTO TnE.VTRE, Broadway, led ween Houston
nml Bleeckcr sts..The Ojte 11 hxdihd Virgins.

1 MRS. F. B. CONWAY'S BROOKLYN THEATRE.-
Tuk Jealous WlFE.Sat ANAS.

BROOKLYN ACADEMY OK MUSIC. Montasue at..
RuMKO AM) Jt/LIKT.

BRYANT S OPERA HOUSE. Twentythird St., corner
Cth av..Ntuno M.nstuklsy, Ecckntuicity, 4c.

i ATflENEUM. No. 5S5 Broadway..Splendid Variety
or Novelties.

* CANTERBURY VARIETY THEATRE, Broadway, be¬
tween Blcccker and Houston..VAUiETy Entertainment.

TONY TASTOR'S OPERA HOUSE. No. 201 Bowery..
Grand Variety Entertainment, Ac. Mutinoe at 2),.
PAN FRANCISCO MINSTRELS, corncr 28th at. and

I" road way..Etuiofian Minstrelsy. Ac.

I BARNUMM MUSEUM, MENAGERIE AND CTRCUS.-
iPourteenth street, near Broadway..Day and Evening.

.BTEINWAY HALL. Kouneenth street.Lectbbe,
..Burning To Deatu and Saving from Dkaiu."

NEW YORK MUSEUM OF ANATOMY, 61S Broadway..
i-'ClEMCK amd Art.

WITH SUPPLEMENT.
Kew Y«rk, Monday, Dec. 93, 187!).
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That Gold Atmospheric Wave from tho
Northwest, the approach of which was pre¬
dicted some days a;_;o iu the Herald, came in
)npou us yesterday, with the sharpest cold of
tho season, and from tho Rocky Mountains to
tho Atlantic coast and from the great lakes to
the Southern border Staics tho reports are the
Bam©.tho sharpest cold of the senson. Indeed,
our weather philosophers are getting into the
secrets ol our raius aud snows aud winds and
frosU to a remarkable degree.
President TntER3 and the Committee of

Pardons. Ou Saturday President Thiers had
ii conference at Versailles with the Committee
of l'ardous. A number of Communists, who
liave been sentenced to death, are to be exe-
cutod before tho end of tho year, if the sen¬
tences are not commuted. It is not stated
whether the President is in favor of commu¬
tation of sentence. Let us hope that ho is,
"nud that his inlluenco will prevail. The
policy of revenge has been pursued long
enough. At this particular season of tho
year the President can afford to fctretch a

point in favor of mercy. Further punish¬
ment will but defeat its purpose.
Certain Congressional Wiseacres are

greatly concerned lost the United States should
Lave a navy. While ready to vote away mil¬
lions of the public domain to speculators they
object to putting on the seas ships of war

worthy of the flag once respected on the
ocean. Intelligent and patriotic citizens are
more anxious to learn why we have not fittv
first class shij« of war than to determine the
price of six or ten sloops. Congress is be¬
hind tho people, and the people know it.

Br the Biqht I lank..It has been urged
that the possession of St. Domingo by the
United States would give us the possession of
Cuba iu a few years. If Cuba is a desirable
possession why not take it now? Kt. Domingo
would bo more acceptablc as a falling pear in
time to cjiuo than the ^ieon of the An^ll^J

Fnod for Mr. Proad«'i Dlgcition.
There is nothing like consistency. It is

said by poets to be a jewel no rich and rare as

to be well nigh unattainable. For once, at
least, poets are not indebted to their imagina¬
tion for their facts, and we turn to the record
of England's Premier for confirmation of n

statement more true than fancifuL Clemency
to political prisoners is claimed to be a pre¬
vailing English sentiment Many years ago
Mr. Gladstone won golden opinions by his
humane efforts to ameliorate the condition of
political prisoners brutally treated by the
Neapolitan government When Orsini and
his fellow conspirators attempted to take the
life of Louis Napoleon Mr. Gladstone was

one of a Ministry that refused to surrender
them, on the ground that the offence was po¬
litical. Ton yoars ago Mr. Gladstone vehe¬
mently advocated the cause of American re¬

bellion, declaring that Jefferson Davis had
made a nation, and, bccause of this sym¬
pathy, gave great impetus to the cause of
Fcnianism, which he now is the first to de¬
nounce. Only a few weeks since a statement
was forwarded to the London Times, signed
by several Communist prisoners confined in
the Chateau d'Oleron, complaining of their
inhuman treatment and the manager of
that journal despatched a special commissioner
to Franco for the purpose of interviewing the
complainants, and devoted four columns of
.'Tbo Thunderer" to their wrongs. This was

noblo, this was enterprising; . but has Mr.
Gladstone'8 government, has the virtuous
Times, shown eqtial concern regarding certain
Irish political prisoners, tried as Fenians, and
accused of supplying arms to tho brother¬
hood? Docs Mr. Gladstone's soul publicly
revolt at it, does the Times publish a state¬
ment vouchcd for by two witnesses and made
by Mr. Reddin, who, having undergone five
years imprisonment for connection with tho
rescue of Kelly at Manchester, now issues
forth freed, shattered in body, though not in
mind, his legs paralyzed, his life a burden?
Oh, no! And so for the benefit of Mr. Glad¬
stone and the Times wo copy irom tho Irish¬
man the following remarkable evidence of the
way in which moral England follows her own
humane teachings of the manner in which
she tempers justice with mercy:.

dln..eM?li°,/wMeremovo^toC^U)Mk?rtoon,^Iplaced fn » cell fastened by a pa.UocU whoreaB the
ordinary prisoners cells were merely bolted. I re-
mained hero in solitary confinement nine months,
without smilelent food. While here 1 *a®,numned to two days'bread and water for simply
looking at Kichard Burke; 1 also received ono day a
bread and water lor speaking to General!u?h£'"*From Mlilbank I was removed in irons to Chatham,
In company with Moorehouse and Carroll, ana while
there being asked to wheel a barrow full of fifty
wet bricks, which I had not strength enough to do,
I waa in consequence subjected to bread and water
for three uays, without even a bed to lie "P®":some time alter this I received one tlay b bread
and wator for simply nodding to °'Uon%a2.£?n8tnand because 1 had the temerity to speak again to
General Ualpin and Mr. Costello I received an ad¬
ditional punishment of threo days bre,^.h?,awater. In October. 1870, 1 was taken very 11 while
working at my trade as plasterer at the prison in¬
firmary. A warder named Taylor, noticing
my condition, had me conveyed Into the
iulrmaiv ami brought before tlie head doc¬
tor, wnn, rehiring to believe In my lllnes*.
peremptorily ordered mo out again. All
tins took place during dinner. Alter dinner I was
ordered out to work, having received no medical
aid whatever. On the following day, being «n>jchworse I was ordered Into the casual ward of the
infirmary, and left there during the entire eveningwithout food. The next day 1 was removed Into a
cell, seven feet long and four feet wide, and con¬
fined in It for six days on eight ounces of bread
iiud oue pint ol arrowroot. 1 was discharged trotu
ttils cell on Saturday and ordered into the regular
ward; but, being unable to walk, It would have
been in utter Impossibility for me to have reached
tt were it not for the kind assistance of an ordi¬nary premier, who carried me to It. On the day
following (Sunday) 1 was ordered out on the pa¬
rade l^ound to" exercise, but being, as I have
just stated, totally unable to walk, or In
stand, the prlucipal warder, named Pepper, and
two ordinary prisoners literally dragged me round
the parade ground, eventually dragging mo from
the narade ground to a punishment cell, where IwuurtSeSnaked from half-past ten !n the morn-Instil! half-past two in the afternoon of a cold,
bitter dav iu October, lor no offence that I have
any knowledge ot other than my Inability to
perform exercise on the parade ground. This pun¬ishment having ended, aud being obliged to resume
work on the tollowing day, I mauaged, with the as¬
sistance of a fellow prisoner, to reach the scaffold¬
ing where 1 was employed, but finding myself un-
awe to stand, 1 sat down on a window-sill to rest,
ray fellow prisoner doing my portion of the woi k as
well as hi* own. The principal warder approach-Jni rather suddenly, I attempted to resume work
in order not to compromise my fellow prisoner,
and in trying to do so fell from the scatfouling anil
severely injured my head. I was then lifted

, .°nrthe ground and again placed on the
the niluctpal olllcer finding me unable cither to
work or stand I was, by his order, again conveyed
to the casual ward, 'llic effect of this inhuman
torturing was to overthrow my reason, for ut this
stane I can remember nothing until I found myseli
in the ordinary ward of the infirmary, in com¬
pany with the other prisoners, which beneficial
change 1 attribute to the kindly intercession of
Dr. Steele. In the following March I whs dis¬
charged from the Infirmary by order of Dr.
BiirnB and ordered out to labor, and being,
as you may well imagine, totally incapacitated
for work, again received three days bread and1 water, without even the luxury of a bed. lnime-
diaieiv following rhts punishment 1 was confined toI the solitary peual cell.the some that was con¬
structed for O'Donovan Kossa, with au opon closet
at one cnd-ior no offence that 1 have any kuow-I ledge of. A* the expiratloh ot this punishment as
I was growing dally worse, I was again removed to
tue infirmary, and a galvanic battery tried to myfeet 1 leave you to imagine, for I cannot describe,
the tortures I experienced during this terrible or¬
deal. I only hope my fellow prisoners were not
subjected to this foarful punishment. I was re¬
moved Uom this cell In tue tollowing July, and
Dlaced iu the one I formerly occupied, seven feet
by lour, and remained In it till August, lowards
the end of August, Dr. burns being awav on leave
of absence, Dr. Steele.my friend.had me removed
to the regular ward of the Infirmary, where I re¬
mained until October. 1871-durlng which time va¬
rious cruel experiments were resorted to, to test
the genuineness ol my paralysis, such as burningwith red-hot irons, piercing my legs with needles,a c i lie marks of which still remain. I was at this
period discharged lrom the infirmary and sub¬
letted to a uew punishment by being broughtfrom the cell every morning and placed In a
cold bathroom, stripped naked (not with the object
of administering u bath, as you may suppose, but
as an additional punishment lor my contumacy),
.ind obliged to remain uaked all day, not being
able to dress myself until they came to remove me
at night, on January 4. ls72, 1 was permanentlyremoved to a solitary cell, and while there was sub¬
letted to a blistering process oil uiy back and neck.
A galvanic battery was then applied six times a
day to the wound caused by the blister, which pro¬
duced the most excruciating tortures. 1 remained
ia this cell till March, and was transferred on themil of that month to Mlilbank, aud 1 was then con-
fined in a solitary cell in the infirmary, and while
there was subjected to the same experiments as
were resorted to by my medical jailers in Chatham
to test the nature and truth of my malady.sup !e-
menting them, however, with considerable addi¬
tions, which did crcdittheir fiendish ingenuityMv legs were bound with bandages with
loose ends, which ends were held by two
men who walked before me, while two
other men held me up one at each
side, and in this torturing position 1 was dragged
along to the surgery.stripped naked.and a gal¬
vanic batterv applied to various parts of mj bod).1 was then raised from the couch (where I had been
Ivlng) by two powerful men, aud tossed Into the
air and allowed to drop down on the couch again.
Tills cruelty waa repeated several times. Immedi¬
ately a ter this I w.is placed in a cold bath, anil mv
head hold down under water by the warder s feet
until 1 became insensible. 1 remember nothing
more until I found myselt in the evening lying on
the cold Hags of my cell. Previous to tins, how¬
ever ids 1 was being conveyed to the surgery), myhands were forcibly held out by two men, and myleet tied while a doctor violently beat inc about the
stomach, causing me to vomit in the corridor,
which so enraged him that he ordered the warder
to Wipe the discharge up with my face, which they
accordingly did. In August, In the absence of the
head doctor, I was removed from
In the luflrmarv to a solitary ced, and compelled to
rema'n "here till September « without a bed. I
eoiHD'aincd of this treatment to Ihe director,
( aptatu l agan, who ordered my removal to quarters
somewhat more comfortable, where I remained
until my discharge on October 84. Such, you will
at once perceive, is but a brief and hasty ou'line
of the treatment I experienced as a:i IrU.i political
prisoner. " time a?>d circumstances would allow
me I could furnls.i you with a fuller and inore com¬
plete and detailed statement, supported by such an
ai ra\ o. facts as would complett lr damn the slate-
ments of i.ladstone anil his ottnJYvre, Mr. llruce, as
to the nature of the punishment to which the Irish
political prisoners wore and arc aiili subjected.

ration of the nineteenth oentury, the com¬

panion tor whioh ve can find in extraots from
a letter written by the sister of another Fenian
prisoner, now undergoing punishment in an
English prison, though he is neither a

"military offender," nor a "Manchester mur¬

derer, '' nor a participator in the "Clerken-
well outrage," but purely a civilian political
prisoner. "I shall feel grateful," writes the
sister, "if you can bring any influence to bear
on the prison authorities in order to get my
brother some books, as even these are refused.
Ho is the worse treated in the prison. The
Governor was kind to him until last Sep¬
tember. Since thon his manner is mueh
altered, by order, no doubt, of the
government. I wish to call your attention to
tho fact that he ought to have been liberated
with the other men. I have no doubt ho
would have been had his case been looked
into. He tells me the only thing that has
kept his reason has been the exercise of his
religion. . . * Bear in mind his
youth. He was only twenty-one when he
went through that farce of a trial." Evidently
Mr. Gladstone and the Times have been read¬
ing James Russell Lowell, and, laying their
warm hands upon their warmer hearts, can

say in the classic language of the "Biglow
Papers,"

I do believe in freedom's cause
Ez fur away ez Parts tz;

I love to sec her stick tier claws
In them Infernal 1 harlsoes.

It's well enough agin a King
To draw resolves and triggort,

But liberty's a kind o' thins?
What don't agree with niggers.

Substitute "Fenians" for "niggers" and tho
parallel is complete.
Nor have we done. In this matter of con¬

sistency there is absolutely an embarrassment
of riches. Turn not aghast, readers of tho
Heuald, if we put before you a mirror wherein
to contemplate ' 'the most Christian govern¬
ment of the world."
"HomeRule," declared the Attorney General

at a Liverpool meeting, "aims at an end
which I think absurd, impracticable and un¬

tenable, but an end which they have a perfect
right to aim at if they can get it. Home Rule
professes to respect the monarchy and to move
to its ends, which I think absurd, by means
which they have a perfect right to use, and
which are perfectly legitimate. Home Rule
has for its head a Queen's counsel, an able
and accomplished lawyer, and not a Fenian
centre." And then, what follows? The met¬
ropolitan police visit those taverns where
Home Rulers resort for the purposes of discus¬
sion, and warn the proprietors that if such
meetings be permitted their licenses will be
jeopardized. Mr. Martin, M. P., sits in the
House of Commons in order to ventilate the
very subject which Home Rulers may not
argue in an adjoining tap room.a tap room

that must be olosed at twelve, while every
club in town and taverns on familiar terms
with the police authorities burns midnight gas
defiantly to prove what a thoroughly impar¬
tial, consistent animal is John Bull. "Eng¬
land is the land of liberty, America the land
of liberties," said Puvch, some years ago.
The phraso is neater than it is true. It would
be truer, though not so neat, to affirm that
England is the land of privilege, America,
with fill its faults, the laud of right

"If, then," says Mr. Fronde, "America will
counsel England what to do that she has left
undone, what wrong sho can yet redress that
Ireland may justly complain of, England, I
am certain, will listen respectfully, cordially,
gratefully." Mr. Fronde reckons without his
host. England has told Mr. Froude, in words
more plain than polite, that she will not listen
at all; but, if we were sure of being heard,
we should protest, after the former manner of
Eugland's Premier, against the barbarous
treatment of Fenian or any other political
prisoners. Yet of what avail to protest?
Does not the London Echo.calling itself the
people's paper, because it is cheap.assert
that ''until the Irish are disfranchised in
America Mr. Froude has but a small chance of
getting an impartial verdict?" Of what avail,
then, to protest? Our sympathy with Ire-
land's wrongs simply means an appeal to "the
Irish vote," and so we leave one Fenian para¬
lyzed, another languishing in prison for want
of decent treatment, and humble, law-abiding
Home Rulers without a tavern in which to dis¬
cuss a Parliamentary question, until the Irish
shall have been disfranchised in this land of
universal sufl'ragfc.

Germa.v Immigration To America..A
North German newspaper in Berlin has
entered on the task of explaining to the Prus¬
sian people and of defending before tho
nation the recent act of tho Imperial Execu¬
tive for the regulation of emigrant fares, the
advance of tho railroad's tariff charges for
emigrant baggage, and other edicts of similar
import tending to repress the voluntary exodus
of the people to America by increasing tho
cost of travel to tho home points of embarka¬
tion for the United States. This press duty,
if it be a duty, is all very fair, and it may be
very patriotic. But when Che German writer
comes to chargo "exaggeration" and "dis¬
tortion" of facts against the American press
for its manner of recording and commenting
on tho facts, and also to indirectly accuse
the Washington government of failing in its
treaty negotiations, by a willful delay in the
completion of a satisfactory instrument for
the regulation of emigration during many
years, the whole matter of this emigrant law
movement in Germany is made to become
rather serious ; not only to the Germans who
wish to come to the Republic and to their
friends who await to receive and assist them
011 landing, but also to the diplomatic comity
which should always be maintain"d between
great and friendly nations.

Enoland and Russia in Central Asia..
Russia, it is again said, is about to undertake
tho campaign against Khiva. It is under¬
stood that the British government has de¬
cided not to interfere in the matter. The
subjugation of Khiva, therefore, while it
will bring Russia nearer to British India, will
not for the present bring the two great Pow¬
ers into conflict. Tho time may come when
the battle must be fought for supremacy in
Asia, but that time is not yet

Tiie Prince 1'remieu ok Germany has just
shmo >n grand convivial brilliancy in the
glittering circlo cf a ball given by the
Br.tish Minister serving at the Imperial Court
in Berlin. It is gratilying to know, even thus
indirectly, that tho eminent Chancellor is
completely recovered from his recent attack of

The Credit Mobilier Job.Move Ll(kt
®>* the Union Pacific Btoeklioldcn
and the Investigating Committee*
We publish in the to-day gome

farther information in regard to the transac¬
tions between the Union Pacific Railroad and
the Credit Mobilier, which will no donbt be of
interest and value to the present stockholders
of the former company, as well as to the
Congressional Investigating Committee. The
orrgiual contract made with Oakes Ames for
the construction and equipment of six hun¬
dred miles of the road; the assignment of the
contract two months afterwards to the famous
ring of trustees and the Credit Mobilier; the
singular conditions attached to the contract
and assignment, are now placcd before the
public for the first time. Taken in connection
with the list of shareholders in the Credit
Mobilier, published in last Saturday's Herald,
and the developments already made before the
investigating committee at Washington, they
will afford a fair insight into the secret work¬
ing of the stupendous job, and into the means
by which it was made such a magnificent
success. Tho contract was entered into on

August 1G, 1867, and the assignment was made
on Octobcr 15 following. It appears from the
list of stockholders of the Credit Mobilier, as

already published by us, that the first divi¬
dend of twelve per cent, in first mortgage
bonds and stock of the Union Pacific Railroad,
was made as early as December 12, 1867, or

less than two months after the transfer of the
contract was completed.
We have no doubt that the facts thus

brought to light will bo thoroughly sifted by
tho innocent stockholders of the Union Pacific
Railroad, and that the question of the legality
of a transaction by which the large profits, ap¬
parently belonging legitimately to that com¬

pany, were diverted into another channel and
shared between a favored few, will be properly
tested in the courts. Indeed, Mr. Richard
Schell, in a conversation with a HkraTiD re¬

porter, states that a suit is likely to be brought
at once against the Credit Mobilier stock¬
holders, although he disclaims any inten¬
tion to take part personally in the litiga¬
tion. Qo doubts, indeed, whether the
officers of the Union Pacific Railroad will
act in the matter in their official capacity; but,
as any stockholder has a right to sue, there is
no question that the action for the recovery of
the amount alleged to have been misappro¬
priated will be brought, and that the plaintiff,
whoever ho may be, will be backed up by the
whole strength of the corporation. In the
meantime ex-President Durant may have it in
his power to throw much valuable light on

the mysterious and intricate transactions of the
managers of the adventure if it should please
him to do so, and it would be curious to learn
whence came the dividends so lavishly distrib¬
uted to the stockholders of the Credit Mobilier
bo soon after the date of the Oakes Ames con¬

tract and transfer.
We must insist, however, that no new inter¬

est in the foreshadowed suits between the vic¬
timized Union Pacific stockholders and the
fortunate Credit Mobilier "ring" shall be per¬
mitted to divert attention from the investiga¬
tion pending before the Congressional Commit¬
tee. Hitherto there has been no great confi-
deuce felt in the result of the committee's
labors, probably, mainly on account of its un¬
fortunate determination to hold its sessions
with closed doors. As we have remarked here¬
tofore, some persons familiar with our Con¬
gressmen have fancied that a committee
better qualified to conduct such an investiga¬
tion might have been formed, but no one has
imagined that there would be any dishonest
attempt to suppress or distort evidence on the
part of its members. Congressman Cox pos¬
sesses and deserves in an eminent degree
the confidence of all parties at Washington
and elsewhere, and the fact that the com¬

mittee was of his selection is sufficient proof
as to its integrity. But something more than
an honest intention is required of those who
have been assigned such an important duty.
They have sharp, unscrupulous men to deal
with. If the charges made are well founded
their own immediate friends and associates
are implicated in a disgraceful and illegal
transaction. They must bring to bear upon
their labors inexorable firmness, stern de¬
termination and unceasing watchfulness,
if they would discharge their trust fully and
faithfully. If there has been a doubl as to
their qualifications in these respects, they
have only themselves to thank tor it. The
Credit Mobilier scandul was of too important
a character to be hushed up or smothered
over by a mere whitewashing process, and the
people were not satisfied that the evidence
should be concealed from them. When the
seal of secrecy was placed upon the
investigation it is not to be wondered
at that au uneasy suspicion crept into
the public mind. It is to be hoped that it
will be removed by a reversal of the action of
the committee and the opening of its sessions.
There is no reasonable doubt as to the implica¬
tion of some Senators and Representatives in
what, in plain language, is Congressional
bribery and corruption. The trick of allow¬
ing brothers, sons, wives and sons-in-law to
receive the price of a purchasable vote, in
the hope of hoodwinking the people
and escaping responsibility, is no longer
available. It is now thoroughly under¬
stood and can deceive no person. The com¬
mittee are bound to discover what members of
Congress or other public officers received the
favor of stock from tho Credit Mobilier at
about one-eighth of its real value, and then
voted for the measures required by those in¬
terested in the company. It they should fail
to do this, and to present the facts without
fear or favor, they will find it difficult to per¬
suade the world that they have faithfully or

efficiently discharged their duties.

Gb.oote Forts..A trial has recently been
made at Pickleccmbe Battery, Plymouth
Sound, to test the power of resistance in the
iron-plated granite walls of the series of per¬
manent fortifications which at great cost Great
Britain has built to resist attack from the
direction of the sea. Twenty or thirty heavy
guns were discharged under the observation of
high military officers, and yet the walls of
Picklecoml>e Battery still stand. It is sug¬
gested that a far better test would be to send
the Devastation or some other ship to try the
effect of a few shots from one of tho Woolwich
thirty-five ton guns. If such an assault proved
harmless it would contradict tho opinion of
high military authorities and tho experience
of our late war. as well ut> recent European

Tk* or TfMMf la LralrttM.
There is no new feature in the Louisiana

trouble to-day, but the longer the outrage is
permitted to live the more hideous and re¬
volting it beoomes. Judge Bradley is not to
go to New Orleans ; at least that appears to
be the present decision at Washington, and it
is announced by the republican organs as a

partisan triumph. The people asked that he
might be permitted to do so, in order
that the alleged illegal and arbitrary action
of Judge Durell might be subjected to
his calm and fair revision ; but their reason¬
able request is refused. They are to be left
under the heel of a judge who has trodden on
tho neck of the State, and now holds it help¬
less under his foot, with a federal bayonet at
its throat With a refinement of tyranny, the
people of Louisiana are told that they have
their remedy in an appeal from Judge
Durell's final decision when that shall
be reached, while at the same time
it is announced that . the proceedings
hitherto had before that convenient Judge are

only interlocutory, and hence not subject to
appeal! Meanwhile the press.tho only re¬

maining safeguard of the liberty of the
citizen.is suppressed at the will of those who
have already overthrown the government, out¬
raged the laws and defied the constitution,
and the administration at Washington looks
approvingly on and issues its edicts that the
usurpers shall be regarded as the only lawful
authorities of the State. Gould these things
have happened before the Presidential eloction ?

Still More Disasters at Sea.

The details of the loss at sea of the steamer
St Louis and the British ship Allan, as well
as the injuries to the Whito Star Line steamer
Adriatic, are published in another column.
It will be remembered that information of
these disasters reached us some days since by
telegraph. Happily, we have no story of lost
life to add to the dismal record, but of human
suffering and endurance, of courage and cool¬
ness in the hour of danger, there are moving
examples. The great mid-winter Atlantic
storms have wrought their annual destruc¬
tion. The total loss of the Allan, of Glas¬
gow, was one result of these storms. By
one of those providential occurrences which
we call strange coincidences the steamer
Adriatic had two blades of her propeller broken
on the night of the 12th inst This delayed
her progress considerably, and at seven on the
following evening she came across the drifting
wreck of the Allan, with twenty perishing souls
on board. It should long be one of the tradi¬
tions of the seas how, In the darkness of that
night, third officer Barker, of the Adriatic, and
his gallant boat's crew, rescued amid the boil¬
ing surges around the doomed ship every per¬
son on board.
The loss of the iron steamer St. Louis, one

hundred and seventy miles from New Orleans,
is attributable to a leak discovered too late.
In clearing from New Orleans the day before
her foundering she touched what was believed
to be a submerged wreck. The captain states
that she sustained no apparent damage, but it
docs not appear that any careful examination
was made at the time. That she did sustain
an injury, probably the starting of a plate, was
proved by the sequel. The motion of the ves¬
sel doubtless widened the breach and increased
the leak, and so the vessel was lost A meed
of credit is certainly due to the coptain for the
efficient means he took to save the lives in his
charge.
Burning of (lie Talmage Tabcrnacle.

Tho destruction by fire of the Tabernacle
on Cchermerhorn street, Brooklyn, yesterday
morning, about the hour when the congrega¬
tion were preparing to go to worship, was an

event which startled the City of Churches.
About twenty minutes to ten tho assistant
sexton discovered a fire in one of the flues
connected with the heating apparatus. The
alarm appears to have been given as early as

possible, and the Fire Department hastened to
the spot It was, however, too late to save
the structure. Built exteriorly of a thin
Bheeting of corrugated iron, lined inside with
wood, it was floored with wooden planking
and piled with wooden pews and church fur¬
niture. Kept continually heated by the warm¬
ing apparatus the wood was dry as tinder.
Where the flue passed through the flooring the
fire burst out, and despite every effort the entire
stell was soon Tn aslies. In a building of this
kind it is almost impossible that any other re-
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suit should follow the breaking out of fird.
While deep regret must be felt that so popular
a place of worship should be destroyed, it is a

subject for gratitude to Providence that the
fire did not occur an hour or an hour and a
half later, when the large congregation would
have been assembled. It is difficult to believe
that a serious loss of life would not have re¬
sulted had the catastrophe been ninety min¬
utes delayed. In tho construction of such
places of worship this fatal facility for being
burned out is something that should not exist.
Poverty of means aud the extreme desirability
of affording to numbers the consolation of re¬

ligion at a low rate of expenditure may be
an excuse, but it is not desirable that
the worshippers should bo continually
liable during tho Winter months to be
burned at divine service or trampled to death
in an attempt to escape on the alarm of Are
being given. In our Winter months churches
certainly must bo heated. How to do this
sufficiently in a wooden church and yet be safe
from fire is a problem not likely ever to be
satisfactorily solved. Wo are glad that the
trustees have determined on erecting a brick
edifice instead of tho late corrugated innova-
tion on ecclesiastical architecture.
The action of the reverend gentlemen-

Brothers Beecher, Duryea and Cuyler.in
offering their respective churches for
the use of Mr. Talmage and his church-
less flock is highly commendable. Ser¬
vice was held last evening in Plymouth
church by the burned-out pastor as a result of
this hospitable offer. The loss will be consid¬
erable. The "big organ," a relic of the first
Boston Jubilee, was destroyed with the Taber¬
nacle.

Glass Houses and Stone Throwing..
While the model city of London is disordered
by mutiny and strikes among the police, the
postmen, the civil service clerks and the gas-
stokcrs, causing serious ineonvonionce aud
general dismay among peaceful citizens, the
Morning Post takes our republican institutions
to task on the score of the abuses which
marked our late Presidential election. It
argues from the startling characteristics of the

ta unexampled preponderance of nambeni
declared their preference far Genital Grant
for the highest official position in the tipsntry,
that universal suffrage and the rote by"ballot
would be a fearful curse for Wr>gUnd Wo
know the workings of these institutions pretty
well here, and though not anxious to prescribe
them as an infallible cure for the irregularities'
of the British body politic, we are fully oon-
teut to continue their use and fail to discover
that anarchy and insecurity over which th»
London journal sheds suoh copious tears. .

Christmas and Other Sermons*

Considering the near approach of Christmas
and the supposed importance of the event
which that day commemorates there was Ices
uniformity of thought and topic in the pulpits
yesterday than is usually the case on such oc¬
casions. But if the ministers and their adult
congregations affect to ignore this season the
children will not forget it, nor will they fail to
remind parents and friends of its approach
and its arrival. The Roman Catholic and
the Episcopal preachers call attention to
this event annually in its season. Other
clergymen give it little or no prominence. In
the Cathedral yesterday the Bev. John M.
Farrelly presented the condescension of God
in the gift of His Son, Jesus Christ*
as a motive for Christian humility and as
a marked illustration of the abhorrence with
which the Almighty looks upon pride. The
folly of building hopes upon or being proud
of transient and trivial possessions, the com¬

parative insignificance of man in creation."a
bubble upon the ocean of life," the ccrtainty
and nearness of death, and other considerations
of a like nature, were also presented by Father
Farrelly as correlative reasons whymen should
endeavor to imitate the humble Saviour of tho
world, and thus work out the great end of
their salvation. Father Bjerring told his con¬

gregation that by following the light which
Jesus kindled upon earth, by striving with
all earnestness after that virtue which He
taught to men, only thus shall wo
fiud peace to our souls. But before
peace there must be repentance, and
the nature of this repentanoe.not the putting
on of sackcloth and ashes, but the putting off
of the deeds of the flesh and taking on a new
heart and a right spirit.was explained by the
Bev. Mr. Bjerring. A man must absolutely bo
born again of the Spirit, so that old things
shall pass away and all things shall become
new, ere he can hope to please God. This;
said Mr. Bjerring, is the doctrine of the Chris¬
tian Church. Bev. Dr. Forter, of Brooklyn,
had the birth of Christ also for his theme
yesterday. The memories of Bethlehem, he
said, are revived by the words of cheerful
hope and the deeds of generous love whioh
the Christian worldJo-day perform. Christy
mas is a very Itnrd time lor grumblers and
churls. To go through any day without a

word of kindness or a smile of encouragement
must be a trial to a full-grown, rightly
developed man or woman; but to get
through a week that was ringing with
angel melodies, when the very air was

redolent as with sweetness from the paradise
of God, in narrow, cold, selfish delusiveness,
must be hard for any one wishing to be self-
respectful or to participate in the joys of our
common humanity. Bev. Dr. Bellows dwelt
on this important theme also, and in his dis¬
course he contended that as Christ came when
the world desired him He would have come
sooner had He been longed for. This waiting
and anticipation had been the moral education
of the world for his coming. But had He come

sooner His message would not have been heard
at all; for evon when He did come the world
was barely ready to receive Him, and Ho was

recognized as the hope and the redeemer of the
race by a very small but glorious minority.
Christ is really born for us, the Doctor
thought, in the beauty and sweetness of Hia
love.in the power and plentitude of Hia
truth.if we strive to copy His life and moke
ourselves the living tomples of his holiness.

"Jesus' lova" is an appropriate subject for
contomplation at any time, and especially so
at a season like this. Hence Mr. Frothing*
bam gave it some attention yesterday. But
what is that love worth if Jesus was a Jewish
dreamer, as intimated in the discourse ? Of
what avail is faith in Christ if He Himself
asked for it only because He was a leader?
If He did hot insist upon any belief in Hia
divinity or infallibility, and sought only
sympathy, wherein lies the merit of his life or
death lof R siufuij*06 ? We think the Bible
is read to little purpose If it Is moFseanUierelii*
that Christ never lost sight of His own

divinity and of His infallibity also, and that
He challenged His opponents to briug forward
any man who had done such works as He had
performed!, aud if they could not, then to give
a good reason for their unbelief. His con¬

demnation of Pharisees and murder¬
ers, kid-gloved or bare-handed, eighteen
hundrod years ago or now, has very little
judicial weight if He was not God
as well as man. It is this fact that gives point
and pertinence to His mortal career and has
made Him an object of adoring faith in all
ages, and which gives prominence to the fes¬
tival of Christmas, which we now celebrate.
The vanity of worldly achievements which
must appear in any thorough retrospect .of our
lives and our moral obligations to God were

presented by Mr. Hepworth. Three parties
know us better than we know ourselves.God,
our children and the world.and it therefore
behooves us to know ourselves. Hence the im¬
portance of retrospective examination, that
the value of the soul may become more appa¬
rent and devotion to God more faithful and
earnest. Dr. Charles 8. Robinson dedicated
a Presbyterian church yesterday aud preached
on the Gospel as a thing not to be ashamed of.
Some ribald tongue has said evangelical
preachers belong to the "come-pOor-sinner-
come" style of' oratory. Is it beat to be quite
ashamed of the Gospel of Christ ? The
churches should stand by the preachers in tho
simplicity of faith; and thus shall the Gospel
goon, "still achieving, still pursuing," until
it shall have encompassed the world.
There is nothing very noteworthy iu Mr.

Beccher's pulpit utterances yesterday. His
sympathy with Mr. Talmago in his loss was
what might be expected. His sermon was de¬
signed to show the inability of morality to cre¬
ate Christian manhood. Tho true man is he
who does right because it is easier to do that than
to do wrong, and he wLo.se character is ouly
as high as society requires can never bo noble.
Mr. Beecher did not undervalue morality,
however, but he iubistcd that it is not enough
?t&Alk iafraM ml yi


